Common Ground: Two Presidents, 300 High-School Students | UNH Today

UNH TODAY



Common Ground: Two Presidents, 300
High-School Students
In Salem, NH Senate and UNH presidents
share memories, offer hope for college
access
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NH STATE SENATE PRESIDENT CHUCK MORSE, CENTER LEFT, AND UNH
PRESIDENT MARK HUDDLESTON VISITED SALEM HIGH SCHOOL THIS
WEEK TO TALK WITH FRESHMEN ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF
PURSUING HIGHER EDUCATION AFTER HIGH SCHOOL AND THE OPTIONS
THAT CAN MAKE IT MORE AFFORDABLE.

When they teamed up to talk with 300 Salem High School
freshmen this week about the importance of attending college,
New Hampshire Senate President Chuck Morse and UNH
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President Mark Huddleston had plenty to say about grades,
scholarships, financial aid and student loans. But when they
recalled the daunting questions about college they faced as high
schoolers, the two leaders and the ninth graders found common
ground.
“It was a pretty good peek forward for me,” said David Edge, a
Salem freshman interested in studying astronomy and cosmology.
“I mean, I really want to go to college, but my big worry is how do I
know what colleges I can get into? How much will it cost? And
then, how will I pay for the loans if it’s really expensive?”
Huddleston and Morse could relate.
Huddleston, the first in his family to attend college, said he
grew up knowing few adults who had any education beyond
high school. And even though he was a good student, he
remembers wondering, "Am I smart enough for college? What
colleges could I go to? Will I fit in? How would I ever pay for it?"
“Finally, even if I could cobble together the money to pay the bills,
is it worth it? Is it worth spending that much money to go to
college?” said Huddleston, who credits public higher education
with providing his only realistic, affordable path to college.
Morse, who grew up in Salem, said he devoted so much energy to
sports in high school that he graduated without any real goals for
college or a career. But after a few years of working in low-wage
jobs, he realized the value of education and enrolled in Plymouth
State University. He has gone on to manage and start several
large, successful garden centers.
“I certainly didn’t think about whether I was going to college,”
Morse said of his high school years. “Because, like many of you,
there were challenges along the way. My parents certainly
couldn’t afford to send me there. There was no way.”
Morse and Huddleston
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/03/common-ground-two-presidents-300-high-schoolers[6/17/2022 11:25:53 AM]

Common Ground: Two Presidents, 300 High-School Students | UNH Today

visited Salem High School to
encourage more students to
consider education beyond
high school and to learn
about options that can make
college more affordable,

UNH PRESIDENT MARK

including merit scholarships,

HUDDLESTON ADDRESSES

financial aid and student

STUDENTS AT SALEM HIGH

loans. Increasing the

SCHOOL.

number of college graduates
in New Hampshire, they added, is also vital to filling a growing
shortage of highly skilled workers in the state’s fastest growing
industries.
Huddleston noted that graduates of four-year colleges and
universities are far more likely to be employed and, over the
course of their working lives, will earn $1 million more than
workers with only a high school diploma.
“In our great state of New Hampshire, one of our real bragging
points is that we have the best high school graduation rate in the
country. We lead the nation. That’s a great statistic,” Huddleston
said. “But here’s another statistic: New Hampshire is somewhere
in the middle of the pack when it comes to those same students
going on to college. Now, that’s a statistic that really worries me,
and should worry all of us, because we live in a world now where
college is the new high school, where you really have to get some
kind of education after you go to high school if you really want to
succeed in this highly competitive world.”
Morse credited UNH for creating the Granite Guarantee program,
which will provide free tuition to New Hampshire residents who
receive need-based federal Pell Grants. Nearly 300 incoming
students are expected to benefit from the program, which begins
this coming fall and continues indefinitely.
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/03/common-ground-two-presidents-300-high-schoolers[6/17/2022 11:25:53 AM]

Common Ground: Two Presidents, 300 High-School Students | UNH Today

“My goal, and Mark’s goal, is to make sure there’s a job for you
when you graduate from college in New Hampshire,” Morse said.
In an interview with the Eagle-Tribune following the event, Morse
said state government should also step up with scholarships that
help New Hampshire students.
WRITTEN Jim Graham | Communications and Public Affairs |
BY:

jim.graham@unh.edu | 603-397-9654

PHOTOGRAPHER:
Scott Ripley | Communications and Public
Affairs | scott.ripley@unh.edu | 603-862-1855
IMPACT NEW HAMPSHIRE

RELATED ARTICLES

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/03/common-ground-two-presidents-300-high-schoolers[6/17/2022 11:25:53 AM]

Common Ground: Two Presidents, 300 High-School Students | UNH Today

August 16, 2021 | UNH COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

No Small Connection

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/03/common-ground-two-presidents-300-high-schoolers[6/17/2022 11:25:53 AM]

Common Ground: Two Presidents, 300 High-School Students | UNH Today

January 3, 2022 | UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

So Much To Celebrate

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/03/common-ground-two-presidents-300-high-schoolers[6/17/2022 11:25:53 AM]

Common Ground: Two Presidents, 300 High-School Students | UNH Today

January 6, 2022 | COVID-19

One Million And Counting


UNH Today is produced for the UNH community
and for friends of UNH.
The stories are written by the staff of UNH
Communications and Public Affairs.
Email us: unhtoday.editor@unh.edu.
MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 











UNH Today • UNH Main Directory: 603-862-1234
Copyright © 2022 • TTY Users: 7-1-1 or 800-7352964 (Relay NH)
USNH Privacy Policies • USNH Terms of Use •
ADA Acknowledgement

CONTACT

US 

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/03/common-ground-two-presidents-300-high-schoolers[6/17/2022 11:25:53 AM]

Common Ground: Two Presidents, 300 High-School Students | UNH Today

https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2017/03/common-ground-two-presidents-300-high-schoolers[6/17/2022 11:25:53 AM]

